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The  Free  Public  Library t  Museum, 
and  Art  Gallery. 


LIBRARY. 

The  first  step  towards  the  establishment  of  a  Free  Public 
Library  in  the  Borough  was  taken  in  August,  1853,  when,  on  a 
motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clough,  Solicitor,  the  Town  Council 
passed  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  Free  Libraries 
Act  of  1850.  On  the  15th  of  September  following,  a  meeting  of 
ratepayers  was,  held,  when  430  votes  were  recorded  in  favour  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and  only  two  against  it.  For  various 
reasons  it  was,  however,  not  until  six  years  later  (October,  1859) 
that  the  Corporation  actually  put  it  into  force,  when  an  upper 
room  in  the  Town  Hall  was  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  the 
volumes.  The  first  Library  Committee  was  elected  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1860,  comprising,  as  it  does  at  the  present  time,  members 
of  the  Town  Council  and  gentlemen  not  members  of  the  Council. 
Many  were  the  gifts  received  in  money  and  books,  including  a 
sum  of  ^400  raised  by  the  working  classes  for  the  purchase  of 
books. 

The  late  Mr.  W.  A.  Abram:  was  appointed  first  Librarian, 
succeeded  by  Mr.  D.  Geddes  (1867-1889),  and  in  February, 
1862,  the  Library  was  opened  with  3,941  volumes  in  the  Refer¬ 
ence  Department,  and  2,876  in  the  Lending  Department. 
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The  issues  amounted  to  9,689  in  the  Reference  Department 
and  28,715  in  the  Lending  Department,  giving  a  total  of  38,404 
for  the  first  year.  A  rate  of  |d.  in  the  jQ  was  levied,  which,  nine 
years  later,  was  increased  to  one  penny,  at  which  amount  it  has 
since  remained. 

The  demands  upon  the  Library  were  so  great  that  more 
convenient  rooms  had  to  be  found,  and  a  removal  to  premises  in 
Town  Hall  Street  was  effected,  these,  however,  giving  place,  in 
1874,  to  the  present  specially-erected  buildings. 


The  Library  now  embraces  a  Reference  Department  with 
30,000  volumes,  including  a  complete  set  of  the  Specifications  of 
Patents ;  a  Lending  Department  with  26,000  volumes,  a  News¬ 
room,  which  is  well  supplied  with  Daily  and  Weekly  Papers  and 
Monthly  Magazines  (about  200) ;  and  a  Ladies’  Room,  which  is 
equally  well  supplied  with  suitable  reading  matter. 

From  the  Lending  Library  any  person  12  years  of  age  or 
upwards  can  borrow  books,  after  signing  the  necessary  form,,  and 
procuring  a  borrower’s  ticket  (charge  2d.).  If  the  person  is  a  % 

voter,  he  can  sign  his  own  guarantee  form ;  if  not,  he  only  re¬ 
quires  one  person,  who  is  a  voter,  to  do>  so  for  him.  Students7  and 
Music  Tickets  are  aiso-  obtainable,  which  enables  the  borrower  io 
procure  more  than  one  book  at  a  time,  other  than  fiction.  A  selec-  ^ 

tion  of  French  and  German  Literature  is  also  available. 
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To  meet  the  wants  of  outlying  districts,  Branch  Delivery 
Stations  have  been  opened  at  Bank  Top,  Bastwell,  Furthergate, 
Lower  Darwen,  Mill  Hill,  and  Nova  Scotia,  where  borrowers  can 
obtain  tickets  and  books  just  as  at  the  Central  Lending  Library. 

School  Libraries  have  been  established,  and  children  attend¬ 
ing  the  various  schools  in  the  Borough  can  procure  such  books, 
each  department  being  provided  with  a  certain  number.  The 
total  number  of  issues  from,  the  School  Libraries  since  their  intro¬ 
duction  in  October,  1899,  to  the  end  of  July,  1905,  amounts  to 
102,162  volumes. 

During  1904-5,  27,964  books  were  issued  m  the  Reference 
Department,  108,605  in  the  Lending,  and  19,743  from  the 
Schools,  giving  a  total  of  156,312  for  the  year. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  1862,  the  total  number  o i 
books  issued  from  all  departments  totals  3,363,268. 

The  Reference  Room,  the  Ladies’,  and  Geneial  Newsrooms 
are  free  to  all,  and  are  open  every  day  (Sundays  excepted)  from 
10  a.m.  to  9-45  p.m.,  and  the  Lending  Department  from  10  a.m. 
to  8  p.m,.,  except  on  Saturdays,  when  it  is  closed  at  6  o’clock  p.m. 

THE  MUSEUM. 

Until  the  erection  of  the  present  buildings  in  1874,  when 
special  arrangements  for  Museum  purposes  were  made,  little  had 
been  done  towards  the  formation  of  a  Museum  worthy  of  the 
name  or  town.  Even  after  such  arrangements,  its  equipment  and 
maintenance  were  entirely  dependant  upon  the  allowance  from 
the  Library  income,  and  it  was  not  until  1899,  when  the  Town 
Council  adopted  the  Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  and  levied 
a  rate  of  one  farthing  in  the  jQ  (although  possessing  the  power  to 
levy  |d.)  that  separate  funds  were  forthcoming. 

The  Blackburn  Museum  is  divided  into  two  sections — Natural 
History  and  Industrial  Arts.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  those  best 
qualified  to  give  a  sound  opinion  on  the  subject— the  late  Dr. 
^  Gray  and  Sir  William'  Flower,  of  Dr.  Gutter  and  others — that 

‘  A  Museum  should  be  not  merely  a  reposi$>ry  for  the  benefit  of 
the  professed  student  and  specialist,  but  serve  in  an  equal  measure 
for  the  recreation  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  people,  and  for  their 
P  instruction  in  the  principles  of  Biology/’  the  Committee  resolved 

to  carry  out  the  suggestions  made. 
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It  was  decided  that  a  complete  and  accurately-named  series 
of  the  flora  and  fauna  of  the  neighbourhood  should  be  made,  and 
that  the  wall-cases  in  the  South  Museum  should  be  devoted  to>  a 
collection  of  Lancashire  birds.  This  collection  comprises  speci¬ 
mens  in  various  stages  of  plumage, of  those  species  (258  in  number) 
which  have  been  met  with  in  a  wild  state  in  the  County.  So  far 
as  the  limited  space  would  admit,  the  natural  surroundings  of  the 
birds  have  been  reproduced,  and  an  endeavour  has  been  made  by 
employing  the  best  available  bird-stuff ers  to  secure  naturally-posed 
groups.  This  bird  collection  is  practically  finished,  and  an  illus¬ 
trated  handbook  is,  in  course  of  preparation  by  the  Vice-Chairman, 
in  whose  hands  has  been  the  formation  of  this  collection. 

The  British  land  mammals  will  be  treated  in  a  similar 
manner,  and  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  smaller 
species.  The  lower  forms  of  animal  life  are  also  being  dealt 
with 


Conchology  (Shells),  Mineralogy  (to  which  there  is  a  guide, 
price  2d.),  and  Geology  are  each  fairly  represented,  the  latter  in¬ 
cluding  a  good  local  collection  and  a  particularly  fine  series  of 
Solenhofen  Fossils, 

The  Industrial  Arts  section  embraces  objects  of  antiquity 
found  at  Ribchester  and  Egypt,  the  latter  including  pottery  dating 
2500  B.C. ;  Modem  Pottery  and  Porcelain;  Coins  and  Medals; 
objects  and  articles  illustrating  the  manners  and  customs,  in  peace 
and  war,  of  various  peoples  of  the  world,  especially  those  of 
Uganda;  whilst  Art  Metal  Work  in  Gold,  Silver,  Copper,  etc.,  is 
represented  by  a  selection  of  Electrotypes. 

Exhibits  from  the  Board  of  Education  are  received  annually, 
the  present  loan  consisting  of  Oriental  Textile  Fabrics,  Turkish 
and  Persian  Pottery  and  Tiles,  Electrotypes  of  English  Silver¬ 
smith  Work,  reproductions  of  Carved  Ivories,  and  Photographs 
of  Wood  Carvings,  etc. 

ART  AND  SCULPTURE  GALLERIES. 

In  1894  extensions  to  the  Buildings  were  carried  out  to  form 
Art  and  Sculpture  Galleries,  the  nucleus  of  a  permanent  collection 
of  pictures  having  already  been  made  by  the  handsome  gift  of  the 
“  Dodgson  ”  collection,  which  embraced  choice  examples  of  the 
Early  English  School  of  Water-Colour  Drawing,  and  some  few 
Oil  Paintings,  including  the  Portrait  of  Mrs.  Barton,  by  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds,  P.R.A.  The  gift  was  valued  at  about 
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^10,000.  The  Committee  had  already  secured  some  few  others, 
but,  at  the  inaugural  Exhibition,  and  since,  many  important  addi¬ 
tions  have  been  made  by  gift  and  purchase. 

Loan  Exhibitions  of  choice  works  are  held  from  time  to  time, 
those  at  present  on  view  being  a  selection  of  Water-Colour  Draw¬ 
ings  and  Oil  Paintings  kindly  lent  by  Captain  Feilden,  of  Witton 
Park,  and  a  series  of  Turner  and  Constable  Engravings  lent  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson,  of  Whalley. 

The  Sculpture  Gallery  is,  decorated  with  casts  of  originals 
from  the  Parthenon  Frieze,  and  contains  a  selection  of  Casts  from 
the  Antique,  and  two  originals  of  modern  work,  “  The  Girl  at  the 
Spring,”  by  J.  Durham,  A.R.A.,  and  “  The  Octoroon,”  by  J. 
Bell. 


The  Museum  and  Art  Gallery  are  Free  and  open  daily  (Sun¬ 
days  excepted)  from  10  a.m.  till  dusk,  also  on  Saturday  evenings 
from  November  to1  March,  from  7  to  9  p.m. 

Although  some  600,000  visits,  at  least,  are  made  to  the  in¬ 
stitution  annually,  including  65,000  to  the  Museum  and  Art  Gal¬ 
lery,  yet  there  are  many  people  in  Blackburn  who  fail  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  and  advantages  offered  by  such  an 
institution  generally. 

The  Librarian  and  his  assistants  offer  a  welcome  to  all 
readers  and  students,  and  will  be  pleased  to  give  reasonable  help 
in  assisting  them  in  their  inquiries. 


